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News from            Rep. Stephanie Herseth
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           For Immediate Release
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           Contact: Russ Levsen, 202-226-4449
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March 7,            2006, Washington, D.C. -
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Herseth Statement On HB 1215

 U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth issued            the following statement in response to South Dakota HB 1215, which was            signed into law yesterday:
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"This legislation,            which contains no protections for victims of rape or incest, and provides            no exceptions for a mother's health, is far outside of the mainstream.            I don't believe this bill represents the views of the majority of South            Dakotans.
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"There is,            however, widespread support in the state for working in a bipartisan            manner to make abortion more rare by reducing the number of unwanted            pregnancies, strengthening the adoption system, and making it easier            for families to raise young children. But instead of looking for common            ground on which we can work together, the proponents of this extreme            bill have chosen a highly political and divisive approach."
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Herseth is a member            of the Congressional Coalition on Adoption, and she has supported legislation            that supports adoption, education and childcare in the Congress. 
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